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 Message From Phil Dearden, 
Headmaster & OCA President 
 
We returned back to King Henry’s in September actually 
as King Henry’s, following a year as BKHS King Henry’s. 
There was much relief and also jubilation when in the 
final assembly of the school year in July I announced 
that there had been a change in direction from the 
governing body, namely that each school in the 
foundation should follow its own uniqueness and 
identity. Thus the process of rebranding and updating all 
the materials around school has begun and no doubt 
those of you local to Coventry still will have seen the 
fabulous new signs adorning the front of the school on 
Warwick Road. Internally we now focus on developing 
our school in the way that befits our community. 
It has been a fabulous term, with plenty of achievement 
and activity to report. We had our annual Prizegiving 
and were joined by Rachel Millward as our guest 
speaker. Rachel is a Green Party Councillor and attended 
King Henry’s between 1988 and 1995, before moving to 
St. Hugh’s College Oxford to read Theology.  She was 
nominated a “world changing woman” by the Guardian 
in August 2006 and was also named as one of the 50 
“Women to Watch” by 2010 by Arts Council England 
and Cultural Leadership Programme.  Needless to say, 
her presentation to a captivated audience was both 
outstanding and inspirational. 
 
The highlight of the term was the opening of the 
Coventry Robotics Centre in the pavilion, our new 
Robotics classroom and outreach space. Many of you 
who will remember the main pavilion changing space, 
will be pleasantly surprised to see how we converted this 
into  a much more functional room, where (in 
partnership with Earlsdon and Howes Primary Schools) 
we are inspiring the next generation of engineers. If you 
would like to find out more or if you would be interested 
in sponsoring our robotics programme, please contact 
Rob Phillips (RJP@bkhs.org.uk) for more details. 
We have also had Anti-Bullying Week, a Sixth Form 
Culture Day and a moving Remembrance Service on 
11th November as particular highlights this term. The 
Quad looked absolutely stunning, adorned with the 
pictures of all those former students who had fallen in 
conflict. If you missed this, then do check our social 
media channels, and if you don’t follow this, please do! 
  
I wish you all a Merry Christmas and hope that as many 
of you as possible will be joining us for our Christmas 
Concert on the penultimate day of term, that is Thursday 
15th December at 7.00pm in the Burgess Hall. 

 
Phil Dearden 
Headmaster 

Message From Your Chairman 
 
May I welcome you to this, the latest Old 
Coventrians’ Association Newsletter. It has been a 
slightly strange term in that it feels like we have done 
a lot, but probably haven’t really got that much to 
show for it. In practical terms we continue to engage 
with you, the Alumni, wherever possible but so far we 
have only the 99th Annual Dinner and our Annual 
Crown Green Bowls Competition to show for it, 
though the Thames Hare and Hounds and the 
Crackley Run should be happening shortly. 
 
Because of the death of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 
II, we had to cancel the Heritage Weekend tours of 
the School, and though these have been re-arranged, 
they will now be happening next term, so you will be 
able to read about them in our next issue – as you 
should be able to do for the running events. However, 
in case you are worrying about this edition being a 
little slim, you do have the opportunity to enjoy a 
short report of my personal triumph in winning the 
Bowls Competition and also there is a report of the 
Annual Dinner, which seemed to be a particularly 
good one with and excellent meal, speeches and 
company. 
 
As you are hopefully aware, next November should 
see our 100th Annual Dinner, and we are already 
starting to plan for this, and have even received some 
interest from people thinking about attending – 
which is a good job, considering that the numbers 
attending this year’s Dinner were rather lower than 
we would have liked. The provisional date is Saturday 
25th November and we hope to be able to start taking 
bookings before Easter. 
 

Continuing our theme of looking forward, it would be 
remiss of me not to mention our “Class of” Dinner 
next term. Following several fairly sparsely attended 
dinners, we have decided to trial having two years 
together and alternating 10/11 years after they left 
with 25/24 years after leaving. So, in March 23 we 
will have the Classes of ’92 and ’93, and in March ’24 
we will have the Classes of ’06 and ’07 – if that makes 
sense.  We are also looking at adding a special event 
to mark 50 years since the Class of ’72 started. So all 
Class of ’92, ’93 and ’72, come and see how your 
erstwhile classmates are doing – you will enjoy it. 
 
So finally, may I wish you a healthy, happy, peaceful 
and prosperous Christmas and New Year – and I 
hope to see you at one of our events next year. 

 

Paul Fernandez-Montes 
OCA Chair,  Class of ‘73 

To register on Alumni database, visit:  https://khviii.alumni-online.com/Register 

https://eu-west-1.protection.sophos.com/?d=alumni-online.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9raHZpaWkuYWx1bW5pLW9ubGluZS5jb20vUmVnaXN0ZXI=&p=m&i=NjA4MTlhZjc3M2RjNzU0ODI1MGFkMGJm&t=V3dDT3pVMTRoQXl3WlIrUHpEVlhjZTA1V3BhQWFtTUNoWVo1UE5wZklBZz0=&h=185c2160d6e940b0b45ae337370d63ae&s=


   Facebook: /OldCoventrians     You can also join one of our Facebook closed interest groups  

Annual Bowls  
Tournament 

  

The OC annual bowls event was staged on Friday 2nd September at the OC RFC on Tile Hill Lane. The 

tournament was won by OCA Chair Paul Fernandez-Montes (class of 1973) who beat last year's winner Martyn 

Cooper (class of 1967) in a close and entertaining final. The losing semi-finalists were ex-staff members, Dave 

Butler and Peter Jones. 

Results 

From left to right, Dave Butler , Martyn Cooper, Paul Montes and  Pete Jones.  

 

 

 

    

Round 3    

Peter Owen 9 11 Peter Jones 

Dave Butler 11 6 Jan Butler 

Paul Montes 7 11 Martyn Cooper 

Colin Hart 11 8 Keith Bushnell 

    

Semi-Finals    

Dave Butler 8 11 Paul Montes 

Peter Jones 5 11 Martyn Cooper 

    

Final    

Paul Montes 11 9 Martyn Cooper 

Round 1    

    

Peter Owen 11 7 Dave Butler 

Jan Butler 9 11 Peter Jones 

Paul Montes 11 7 Colin Hart 

Keith Bushnell 6 11 Martyn Cooper 

    

Round 2    

    

Peter Owen 8 11 Jan Butler 

Dave Butler 11 8 Peter Jones 

Paul Montes 11 8 Keith Bushnell 

Colin Hart 6 11 Martyn Cooper 



Old Coventrians’ Events 

2022/23 

More details on some of these events are 
shown elsewhere in this issue. Please check 
online for updates nearer the listed dates. 
 
Saturday 17th December 2022, Meet at 
11.15am for an 11.30 start, OC Crackley 
Run  
 
Tuesday 27th June 2023, 2.45-4.45pm 
KHVIII School Senior Old Coventrians’ 
Tea Party 
 
Friday 1st September 2023 (date TBC) 
4pm, OC Bowls Tournament. OC RFC, Tile 
Hill Lane 
 
Saturday 25th November 2023 (date TBC) 
Old Coventrians’ Association 100th Annual 
Dinner, Burgess Hall  
 

Committee Meetings 2022/23 

Tuesday 24th January 2023, 7pm 

Thursday 4th May 2023 , 7pm 

AGM Tuesday 13th June 2023, 7pm will be 
followed by a Committee Meeting.  
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DONNA ASTON  

(1973-2022) 

Class of  1984 

An alumna of King Henry VIII, and an exceptional 

netball player for Exeter University, where she 

studied French and German from 1991-95, 

Donna attained her PGCE locally in 1996-97 from 

the University of Warwick.   

Following years in Austria and Switzerland 

teaching English for the British Council, Donna 

taught Modern Foreign Languages across 

Warwickshire and the region for over 25 years. 

She continued her energy and enthusiasm for 

playing netball from her time at King Henry's until 

a few weeks before her death from cancer. Donna 

leaves two school-aged sons and a loving family 

and is very, very sadly missed.   

Donna was my dearest friend for nearly thirty 

years. 

Kate Morgan 

 
ROY THOMAS POLLARD 

(18/06/1939 – 24/07/2022) 

Class of  1950 

Hinda Pollard-van Buren wrote to pass on sad 

news of her husband, Roy. 

She says “With great regret I have to inform you 

that after a long period of declining health, my 

beloved husband passed away. He was laid to rest 

on Thursday 28th July 2022 at Duinrust Cemetery 

in Katwijk aan Zee, the Netherlands. He will be 

sadly missed.” 

SYMON WHITEHOUSE 
(1960-2022) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We were saddened to hear of the death of Symon 

Whitehouse who, as some OCs will know, was a 

hockey coach at King Henry VIII. He was also a 

former Chairman of Old Coventrians RFC. 

Andy Parker writes of Symon “His death was a huge 

shock and one which is so difficult to understand. 

We will all miss him. In my final years as a part 

time PE teacher he would appear , in a tracksuit, at 

my U12 hockey training sessions up at the Astro. I 

might have mentioned in the pub that I knew little 

about coaching the sport. Anyway, Swede (as 

everyone knew him) took over and taught both the 

squad and myself! He also coached for many years 

at Princethorpe College and helped raise the profile 

of hockey there . He will be missed by so many 

people. His contribution to hockey, cricket and 

rugby in the city was enormous.” 

Rod Dunnett adds “I knew Symon since he was 13, 

at Woodlands School. A real wonder, massively 

popular, a tremendous giver out, and carer for 

people. An exemplar. A truly lovely guy." 



                     Twitter: @OldCoventrians   LinkedIn: Old Coventrians     

 

ANTHONY JOHN CLARKE 

28/04/1938 – 15/06/2022 

(Class of  1949) 

 
Tony, the eldest of 3 children was born in Stoke, 
Coventry.  His brother Roger was 3 years younger 
and sister Kay 10 years younger.  Tony and Roger 
attended King Henry VIII School.  Tony loved all 
sports especially rugby, cricket, athletics and tennis 
and represented his school across many sports.   
 
 At 18 he went to Chelsea College of Science and 
Technology to study Maths.  In 1960 with degree in 
hand he started work at Hawker Siddeley, later to 

become British Aerospace where he stayed until 
his retirement in 1992.  He was an Aerospace 
Engineer Specialist in guided weapons and stealth 
technology.  He was part of a team to design 
counter measures for the Falklands War and was a 
technical advisor to the MoD.  
 
Tony loved his rugby and played fly-half for Old 
Coventrians, Nuneaton and Rugby town.  
 
In 1960 he met his future wife, Linda, at Gosford 
Swimming Pool, and they became inseparable. 
They married in 1963 and had two children, 
Graham and Debbie.   
 
They moved to Hertford with Hawker Siddeley 
when the children were little and it was when Tony 
entered Graham for a badminton tournament at 

(Continued on page 5) 

Tony Clarke appears 2nd from the left on the front row in this photograph taken on the Old Coventrians RFC 
Easter Tour in 1961 . The photo was taken before a 37-0 win over Bexhill & Hastings RFC. 
 
Full team listing: 
Back Row: Rod Jones*, Reg Bass*, John Kelly, Mick Hardy*, Graham France*, John Blakemore*. Brian 
Neville, John Abercrombie* 
Front Row: Derek Habberjam, Tony Clarke*, Colin Hart, Barry Bartlett*, Mike Owen, Harry Habberjam, 
Dave Fryer (master KHVIII).  [* Deceased] 

https://eu-west-1.protection.sophos.com/?d=alumni-online.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9raHZpaWkuYWx1bW5pLW9ubGluZS5jb20vUmVnaXN0ZXI=&p=m&i=NjA4MTlhZjc3M2RjNzU0ODI1MGFkMGJm&t=V3dDT3pVMTRoQXl3WlIrUHpEVlhjZTA1V3BhQWFtTUNoWVo1UE5wZklBZz0=&h=185c2160d6e940b0b45ae337370d63ae&s=


PETER WHITTINGHAM 
1984-2020 

 
Peter Whittingham (Class of 1996) left King 
Henry VIII School at the end of his GCSE year to 
pursue a professional football career.  
 
Over nearly two decades he played in midfield 
for Aston Villa, Burnley, Derby, Blackburn and, 
most enduringly, Cardiff City. 457 appearances 
in ten years for the ‘Bluebirds’, with 96 goals, 
many from his remarkable left foot. He also 
played 16 times for England Under-21s, scoring 3 
times, and was selected in the Championship 
‘Team of the Decade’ just weeks before his death.  
 
A guaranteed Cardiff City legend, arguably the 
club’s finest ever player, Peter died tragically in 
early 2020, leaving a widow and two young 
children. Covid restrictions prevented a proper 
commemoration in 2020, but on 30th November 
2022, a memorial match in Cardiff provided a 
fitting and moving celebration and 
contemplation. 
 
Aston Villa and Cardiff City played an entertaining 
match (won 3-1 by the latter) in front of over 
10,000 spectators. The esteem with which Peter is 
held in football circles was illustrated by the strong 
teams which were fielded, including several 
internationals, and the large gathering of former 
team-mates, coaches and managers, some of whom 
had travelled from abroad to pay their respects.  
 
There were also many of Peter’s former school-
friends and teachers, exchanging their fond 
recollections and their awed appreciation of his 
abilities as a sportsman and person. These were 
the themes noted in tributes from his brother 
James and his widow Amanda at a packed 
memorial service at Llandaff Cathedral in the 
afternoon. 
 
The match was suitably interrupted after seven 
minutes (7 being Peter’s now-retired Cardiff City 

playing number) for a minute’s applause, matched 
by the home supporters’ heartfelt chants of ‘Peter 
Whittingham – he does what he wants’. Peter’s 
family has established the pw7 foundation, which is 
raising money for three charities: Cardiff City’s own 
foundation, Winston’s Wish, and a sports bursary 
at King Henry VIII School.  
 
The attachment that Peter’s family retains for the 
school is shown by this act, and by the fact that the 
ball boys (and girls) for the memorial match were 
current pupils of the school, specially driven down 
to Cardiff for the occasion. 
 

Peter Huxford 
 
Further details of the pw7 foundation can be found 
at: 
https://www.pw7foundation.co.uk/ 
where donations would, of course, be welcomed. 
 

the age of 13 that his passion for badminton 
{coaching} began; he had endless patience and 
became an exceptional coach working with the 
National Under 14 team and several youngsters 
who represented England. He joined Hertfordshire 
Badminton Committee and the Hertfordshire 
youngsters went from strength to strength with his 
guidance and vision for their future. He was 
awarded  a medal from Badminton England for his 
services to badminton coaching. 
 
Tony was a very good Bridge player and after his 
retirement renewed his love of painting.  In 2003 

(Continued from page 4) 
he was diagnosed with Parkinson’s and his ever 
loving wife Linda looked after him 24/7.   
 
He will be greatly missed by all his family. his 
three grandchildren have followed in his love of 
badminton and have all represented 
Hertfordshire. Just a few months ago his youngest 
grandson won a gold medal representing England. 
Tony would have been so very proud. 

  
Kay Campton (née Clarke)  

and Debbie Clarke 
 

To register on Alumni database, visit:  https://khviii.alumni-online.com/Register 
Keep your details up to date in 'Your Profile'  

https://eu-west-1.protection.sophos.com/?d=alumni-online.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9raHZpaWkuYWx1bW5pLW9ubGluZS5jb20vUmVnaXN0ZXI=&p=m&i=NjA4MTlhZjc3M2RjNzU0ODI1MGFkMGJm&t=V3dDT3pVMTRoQXl3WlIrUHpEVlhjZTA1V3BhQWFtTUNoWVo1UE5wZklBZz0=&h=185c2160d6e940b0b45ae337370d63ae&s=
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 PORTRAIT OF AN OLD COVENTRIAN ARTIST 

I’ve been asked to write a little something about 

my life as a working artist. Well, first off calling 

yourself an artist is a difficult thing to do. It makes 

you ask the question, am I really? But of course I 

am. I have been an artist since I can remember 

and that’s quite a way back. By that I mean, I have 

always had a feeling and when I take a pencil, pen 

or paintbrush I know that I’m doing something 

that I can work on for the rest of my life. It is a 

place that I love but it is a challenging place that is 

so wide open sometimes you don’t know where to 

begin or where you are or why. I don’t hear many 

artists say that but I know we all struggle with the 

same things. 

At Henry’s in 

my day (1989-

1993), in the 

senior school 

we had Miss 

Coulter for Art. 

She was (and 

still is I 

presume) a 

lovely lady with 

a spark and an 

intelligence 

about her. You 

felt seen by Miss Coulter. In the junior school the 

one teacher I remember for Art was Mr Pearson, 

and what a wizard! Teachers really matter. They 

absolutely determine whether it’s ok for you to 

love a subject. Both of these teachers made me feel 

like I had arrived when we did art. It was the one 

thing I knew I excelled at, and even more so, the 

subject by which I was completely absorbed. 

Two projects I remember in particular with Mr 

Pearson; one was making an underwater kingdom 

of fish octopus and eels, we made papier mache 

creatures which hung with seaweed from the 

ceiling in the entrance way to our classroom it was 

a little corridor that could be painted all dark blue 

and the fish were painted fluorescent colours and 

had big teeth and eyes. You knew where you were 

when you passed through to this other realm. Mr 

Pearson also made maths fun because he drew 

Mungo the math magician (cartoon work sheets) 

and I’ve never forgotten them. 

The other project I loved was building miniature 

Tudor houses out of balsa wood, and making the 

wattle and daub panels out of plaster. Mine was 

huge and lopsided and I wanted to live in it. 

Miss Coulter taught us perspective, colour theory 

and observational drawing. But the thing about 

Miss Coulter was her character. She seemed to 

know so much and only a chink of it would be 

apportioned to our one or two hours a week. I have 

a very clear memory of her making us all sit on the 

floor in weird parts of the room and draw whatever 

was in our line of vision. I still do that today when I 

need to draw. I remember very clearly my friend 

Sebastian Said’s drawing because it was really 

generous and expressive and it covered the whole 

page. His father is an art teacher and his uncle 

paints churches in Malta. I realised that day that 

many people can draw and everyone has hidden 

talents. 

I went to a different school at 14 to concentrate on 

art. And I got top marks in my GCSE and A level. I 

wanted to go to art college, but my mother was 

worried I would be hard-up if I only had art, so I 

was encouraged to do an academic subject at 

university and pursue art on the side. This I did. I 

did an English and Philosophy BA at York and then 

worked in London in Financial Services 

Regulation. It was very ‘dry’ but kept me alive. I 

would paint fantastical paintings on the weekends 

and pine for another life. I had also wanted to work 

in Foreign Affairs, so I got a master’s degree in 

International Relations from Kings College London 

and continued in the international department of 

the FSA (now Bank of England and Financial 

Conduct Authority). 

When I was 30 I got together with an American 

friend I’d met at KCL and he encouraged me to 

pursue my dream of being an artist. We planned to 

get married but his ex-girlfriend had other ideas 

and decided to pursue a campaign of stalking and 

online harassment that kept us apart for a decade. 

During this period I drew every day, published a 

graphic novel and painted some large scale 

(Continued on page 7) 
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paintings, entered some competitions. I learned to 

draw cartoons as I like animation and I worked as 

a professional illustrator for a while. But as an 

artist your emotional side is directly involved in 

the producing of art, I am still looking for the space 

I need to begin the paintings I feel I have inside 

me. Some art is not made this way as I discovered 

when I began a foundation course at Camberwell 

Art College before I left London in 2010. The way 

they were teaching art was unemotional, 

intellectual, disassociated. if you took a pile of 

objects and painted them all white they would be 

happy. I didn’t feel right on the course and left 

after one year (of the two year part time course). I 

decided to carry on working the way I always had, 

by instinct. 

I try to take a strong feeling or worry an idea or an 

image that interests or moves me and use it to 

create my own image or object that I want to 

captivate the viewer and hopefully trigger more 

thoughts, questions and feelings. Because of the 

philosophy and the international politics training 

I’ve had my work is often a reflection of the 

political issues around at the time or it might be a 

philosophical perspective on an emotional 

challenge. But the difference with art as opposed to 

writing articles or making speeches, is that it is 

non-verbal and it is often non-linear. I use a 

different part of my mind when I do art. It is about 

feeling, as well as ideas for me. I am very used to 

concepts and ideas (from my academic training) so 

I don’t need to approach art as if it’s all intellectual 

and clever and purely about ideas. For me it’s more 

akin to magical realism, dreaming or 

communicating the things that are still wordless in 

reality. How time passes, how we exist in 

spacetime, how we relate, what is left by our 

actions… I want to explore consciousness and 

perception (either in a philosophical way or in 

theoretical physics or questions of life death and 

God, or how to understand moments and people 

and our myriad feelings) but not as ideas alone, 

more as practices, in the minutiae, in the fabric of 

life - not in isolation. 

As society becomes more mechanistic, 

dehumanised and profit oriented these concerns 

are almost taboo. “But what money does it bring 

in?” “What use is it?” but just like the cave painters 

painted the animals their lives depended on 

perhaps today we paint what we still need, greater 

awareness, greater pause, greater sensitivity. 

If you aren’t working to someone else’s 

specifications for cash it is a very long gamble but 

(Continued from page 6) it has heart. It might be valued or it might not. But 

if I need to do it and I know I am an honest 

intelligent kind person then I know it has value 

regardless of other’s approval. A big challenge in 

the modern world of quotas targets and ever 

increasing arbitrary complexity. 

If you know a young artist, I would encourage you 

to remind them that there is no wrong or right 

answer with art. That the art market is not the 

judge of whether art is valuable or not. The main 

point of art is to engage with reality as yourself 

with no other point except the reality of here and 

now; time, being and the unknown (all art is 

unknown until it 

is made). It is 

such a simple and 

yet important 

activity that is 

often only seen 

when it is 

exploited for 

commercial use 

and for the most 

part overlooked 

in its pure form 

because it 

encourages 

people to think in 

a way that isn’t 

transactional. 

Art for its own sake is as important as clean water 

because in the beginning, once they’d eaten and 

made a shelter, humans felt the need to commune 

with the spirits and leave a mark that says “We are 

here. We are human. We feel and think and see.” 

After our civilisation has passed, with all the wars, 

all the sports, all the science of the day, what is 

left? Art is left, like a message in a bottle. 

I do exhibit now and then but you can always see 

more of my work on my website at: 

RebeccaTeall.co.uk 

Thank you for reading, I have a very proud feeling 

when I pass Henry’s. It gave me a very strong start 

in life and at the time I had no idea what a good 

school it was. 

Lucky us. Let’s hope they bring back grammar 

schools and provide lots of scholarships for places 

at schools like KH8. Let’s hope things shift again 

towards sustainable natural and thoughtful living. 

King Henry VIII already got rid of the monasteries 

hospitals and churches once, let’s not see it happen 

again. 

Rebecca Teall 



OC POST BOX 

We are always pleased to receive and  publish  

your letters and emails.  

Please contact the Alumni Relations Officer by 

post to: King Henry VIII School, Warwick Road, 

Coventry CV3 6AQ or email: alumni@bkhs.org.uk 

 BUILT TO LAST 

Michael Cole's reminiscence on page 7  of issue 33 
(Ted and Bert) brought back memories of an 
excellent woodwork teacher. I have mentioned him 
before and been "advised" that he was Brian 
Stanger - we were 11/12yrs old for goodness sake, 
if he was known as Bert then and that was what we 
knew him as for the duration!!!  
 
Anyway, having recently moved house here in 
Cyprus, I told the guys to be careful with a couple 
of cabinets as they were 50 years old. After much 
probing I revealed that I had made them in 
Woodwork in the early-70s, under the tutelage of 
said Bert / Brian. Removals men impressed, I was 
happy that the cabinets didn't get damaged, and 
they are still as good as new!!! 

Paul Winfield 
p.s. - I was class of ‘68, how long until I get an 
invite for a look-round / meal? 
OCA response: 

There is a set rota of years to be invited back for a 
‘class of..’ reunion but currently these are in the 
1990s and 2000s. Reunions of earlier years are 
publicised from time to time but these are 
initiated and organised by people from those 
years  rather than directly by the OCA. We will 
however help with contacting year group 
members, scheduling, catering and arranging 
tours of the school if asked.  
 
If there are others from the class of 1968 who 
would be interested then please let us know and 
we  will put you in touch with Paul. If there is  
enough interest we will then assist further. 

Thanks for the latest newsletter. 
 
Pete Elkington asked for names for his bothy 
photo in Mullardoch. 
 
I was not there, but I recognise a couple of faces. 
From the left: 
 
1 – Ted, of course 
2 – Cliff Emes 
3 – Richard Haw ( I think) 
4 – Don’t know 
5 – Peter Deacon (definitely) in the doorway 
6 – John Baker (possibly) 
7 – Don’t know 

Steve Marfleet (1955-65) 

NAMES UPDATE 

LETTER FROM LATIN 
AMERICA 
 
I was enjoying the last OCA newsletter and I started 
to wonder just how far flung pupils of KHVIII are in 
the world. 
 
My journey to being a Bolivian resident is a long one. 
On leaving Henry’s with my A-levels I enrolled in a 
four-year ‘thin sandwich’ course at the University 
of Bradford to study Chemical Engineering.   
Recruitment was administered by Professor Colin 
Page, a colour chemist who had an interesting 
attitude towards would-be students. Generally, 
one’s academic achievements came to nought 

when weighed against one’s personality. I know of 
triple A students being turned away in favour of 
students with no A levels whatsoever but with 
‘potential’. The Chem Eng. department was young, and 
we were initially housed in an old wool mill whose 
floors were soaked with lanolin - the smell was 
indescribable. The attraction of the course for me was 
the industrial placements, one of which was abroad, 
and in my four years I experienced the textile industry 
(Courtaulds of Coventry and Sandoz of Basle, 
Switzerland), the nuclear industry (Dounreay, 
Scotland) and a design consultancy (IDC in Stratford 
upon Avon). 
 
I was granted a free place on the Masters Course (by 
advanced study and dissertation) in Chemical 
Engineering funded in entirety by the university. I 
graduated as B.Tech, MSc in 1972. At this time jobs 
were difficult to find so I got a job as a mechanic with a 
transport company. Despite being degree and postgrad 
qualified in Chem Eng., I ended up repairing lorries 
and running a breakdown / police call out service. 
 
1973 proved to be a good year because I finally got a 
job with the Gas Research Council in Solihull as an 
assistant research engineer. (What’s in a title? They 
were paying me). The work was wonderful (go away - 
invent, come back build operate - sell technology to 
the Japanese) the pay less so.  My expertise was 
requested to investigate a gas explosion (no fatalities) 

(Continued on page 9) 
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in China and I spent a fascinating 3 weeks there 
reviewing gas safety and usage in Jaiading but also 
managed to get some time to visit the Great Wall 
and The Forbidden City and The Temple of Heaven. 
 
In 1998, as a gas processing and equipment design 
expert I was head hunted to work in Kazakhstan. 
Unfortunately, this was a position in the safety 
department and it took a couple of years to progress 
to lead process (Chemical) engineer. By this time I 
was a Chartered Engineer, A Chartered Scientist, A 
fellow of the Institution of Chemical Engineers and 
a Member of the Institution of Occupational Safety 
and Health. (F.I.Chem.E., M.I.O.S.H., C.Eng., C.Sci., 
B.Tech., MSc.) 
 
I worked in Kazakhstan until 2006 having 
successfully and safely increased daily productivity 
from 10,000 tonnes of oil to 23,000 tonnes and gas 
production from 15,000,000 m3 to 25,000,000 m3 

whilst reducing emissions to zero. In 2006 I 
returned to the UK to head up a design team to 
expand the Kazakhstan operation and double 
production. While I did not see this project to 
completion, my input enabled success in the future. 
 
In 2008 I went to work as Chief Process Engineer in 
Egypt. I spent a significant part of my time there at 
the Mediterranean reception plant of Idku along the 
coast from Alexandria. Egypt was really my first full 
ex-pat posting (at the age of 60!) but was wonderful 
in many ways. Not only did I explore the Pyramids 
and Nile Valley artefacts but also the fossils of 
Fayoum, the temples of Dendara and the White 
Desert. I was evacuated for a few weeks during the 
Egyptian revolution of 2011 via Cyprus. 
 
In 2012 I was head hunted to the position of Head of 
Engineering in Santa Cruz, Bolivia. What was 
intended to be a 3-year assignment was truncated by 
British Gas after one year because I was earning 
double the salary of the local director and treble that 
of my immediate manager. Jealousy is not a good 
bedfellow! After briefly returning to the UK, I 
successfully sued British Gas for loss of income and 
one week following my retirement in February 2014, 
I emigrated to Bolivia. 
 
Forgetting Chemical Engineering and IOSH, I am 
now developing a tropical garden and I grow 
mangoes, avocados, mandarins, grapefruit, acerolas, 
papayas and plantain bananas. I am even trying to 
grow pineapples. I have just extended my garden 
and now live in a small estancia of 3515 square 

(Continued from page 8) metres in a condominium of 30 hectares only 20 
minutes from the centre of Santa Cruz. You can see 
my garden in photographs along with some of the 
wildlife, below and  at: https://photos.app.goo.gl/
Mec9E5zdE1bdDkNa9 
 
Who would have  thought that a middle of the road 
pupil of KHVIII would have ended up as an 
international success in engineering and a wannabe 
tropical gardener? 
 
I would like to be remembered to all my 1960-67 
fellow pupils. I am still in touch with Stephen 
Harris (now in Thailand) and Reverend Malcolm 
Clark who has retired from the ministry in Hinkley 
(UK).  Of teachers I particularly remember Ted 
Norrish - I can remember his approach to those 
pupils who did not share his love of cross country 
running and I hated Latin too (Latin is a language 
as dead as dead can be - first it killed the Romans, 
now it’s killing me!). ‘Pip’ Young-Evans also springs 
to mind. Mr. Ron Hough, Physics, sticks in my 
memory for telling us to ALWAYS ASK WHY, as 
does ‘Pop’ Cork, also Physics. ‘Alfie’ Crocker and 
‘Bronco’ Steers also stick in my mind because I was 
interested in Chemistry. ‘Gubby’ Allen (English), 
‘Willie’ Rose for his ‘I was Montgomery’s batman’ 
memories but not for his French Lessons. A.F. 
Edwards for his failed attempt to interest pupils in 
the delight of mathematics (pure and applied) and 
of course ‘Bebop’ Barnes who tried in vain to install 
the love of classical music into a bunch of pupils 
who were more interested in Elvis and other 
emergent rock artists.  
 
Of the real seniors, ‘Piggy’ Shore (Deputy Head) on 
the start of term with his ruler measuring the length 
of pupil’s sideboards and of course who could forget 
Herbert Walker – Headmaster and, I believe, a real 
gentleman. 
 
Of my peers who could forget the ‘England’ rugby 
players, Phil (Flops) Duckham and his brother 
David, Peter Rossborough and Peter Preece. The 
furthest I got with rugby was captain of the house 
(King’s) 3rd XV and a few appearances in maturity 
for the Old Coventrians (hooker) 
 
Lots of fond memories (and also not so fond, but 
this was growing up and resisting being controlled). 
The bus into town and, finally, being able to take 
one’s cap off on the number 21 to Bell Green. I 
would change nothing as I am sure everything 
(good and bad) was character building. 

 

Roderick Lewis Peel (1960-1967) 
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99TH  ANNUAL DINNER, 26TH  NOVEMBER 2022 

Saturday 26th November saw the 99th Old Coventrians’ Association Annual Dinner – some 114 years after the 

first. The attendance at this one was again slightly disappointing, but as the OCA Chair and Master of 

ceremonies for the evening, Paul Fernandez-Montes, said in his welcome that this probably due both to the 

effects of Covid and also to the prospect of the 100th next year. 

Despite the relatively small numbers, the food was excellent and the speeches some of the strongest for quite a 

while. Head of School,  as the Head Girl and Head Boy are now called, Gurnika Pabla gave an excellent speech – 

and we should not forget how challenging an assignment this is: being asked to speak to a substantial audience 

of people, most of whom were probably of her grandparents’ age. The Rev Dr Bob Stephen, the former (and the 

first) School Chaplain, was the principal guest and he took as his theme the idea of reconciliation – but more 

along the “us versus Bablake” lines rather than the purely religious perspective – and was most entertaining. 

So roll on next year and the 100th – we hope to be able to finalize the date and menu much earlier to enable 

more people to get their friends along: and to reassure everyone, it will be a similar format to the last few years: 

so no dinner suits or celebrity speakers. We’ve had 99 attempts to get it right, so lets hope we have learned our 

lessons.  



Please remember to tell us about changes in e-mail address 



Alumni Relations  

Office Messages 

Celebrate your Success at Henry’s – Class 
of 2015 – Friday 6th January 2023 
 
All leavers from Class of 2015 are invited to 
celebrate their success at Henry’s on Friday 6th 
January 2023, from 4.30pm until 6.00pm. Come 
and spend time in the Sixth Form Centre with your 
classmates, like in the good old days. Even Linda 
and Heather will be around in the kitchen! Catch 
up with teachers over drinks and nibbles. There 
will be live music entertainment and a short 
presentation of A Level certificates.  
Parents/Guardians are also welcome to attend this 
event and share your success. If you have not 
received your invitation, please email 
alumni@bkhs.org.uk and let us know if you are 
coming. We look forward to seeing you. 
 
Alumni Website 
 
We are gradually updating the Old Coventrians’ 
Association website. You can now book and pay for 
OCA events online in just a few clicks. Visit 
https://khviii.alumni-online.com/ regularly to 
check what’s on and see the changes. Log in from 
the pull-down menu on the top right, using the 
email address this newsletter was sent to, and if 
you don’t have a password or can’t remember it, 
simply click on ‘Forgot your password?’, type your 
email address, then click on ‘Email password reset 
link’.  
 
Once you have reset your password and are logged 
in, you will be able to update your details, look for 
friends, book and pay for events, etc. 
We will also be adding back issues of the 
newsletter in the coming months. 
 
If there is anything you think should be included 
on the website, please let us know. 
 
Fancy visiting your old school and 
reminiscing? 
 
We will be holding historical guided tours of the 
school on Saturday 4th March 2023. Tours will 
start from 1.00pm. For further information, please 
contact alumni@bkhs.org.uk. Spaces are limited, 
so be sure to book early – first come, first served. 
Tour times availability will be published on the 
website in due course. 
 
Classes of 1991 and 1992 Reunion Dinner 
Saturday 25th March 2023, 6.00pm for 
6.30pm, Burgess Hall. Optional school tour 
at 4.30pm 
 
Add this date to your calendar now to make sure 
you are free and tell all your old schoolmates. The 
more, the merrier: why not put together a group of 
8 to 10 friends and book a whole table?  

In response to comments from readers, we have 
reduced the use of coloured backgrounds to 
articles. Whilst  a bit of colour livens up the 
appearance of a page, we accept that for some 
readers, the readability of text  is much better on a 
plain white background. Please let us know if you 
have views either way on this change. 
 
The next  issue of the OCA Newsletter will be the 
Spring 2023  edition. This will be circulated some 
time before the end of the school term on Friday 
31st March 2023, but the exact date is yet to be 
confirmed. 
 
Please ensure any items for inclusion are sent to us  
(email: alumni@bkhs.org.uk) in good time and at 
the latest by Friday 17th March. 
 
This edition of the OCA Newsletter was put 
together by Keith Bushnell and Paul Fernandez-
Montes, with the help of other OCA committee 
members, and with technical assistance from Tim 
Lees and Dan Kearns. 
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Online bookings are now open: https://
khviii.alumni-online.com/Events 
 
Class of 1972 Reunion Dinner – 50 years 
since joining Henry’s  
Saturday 25th March 2023, 6.00pm for 
6.30pm, School Dining Room 
 
Contact Keith Bushnell, OCA Secretary, to book 
your place: keith.bushnell@ntlworld.com 

 
KHVIII School Senior Old Coventrians’ Tea 
Party 
Tuesday 27th June 2023, 2.45-4.45pm 
 
Further details will be available in due course. 
Keep the date free! 
 
Class of 1989 Reunion? 
 
A group of former pupils from class of 1989 would 
like to organise a reunion during 2023. It is hoped 
to have a school tour, followed by a meal later on in 
the local area. Email the alumni relations office* to 
register your interest in such an event taking 
place.  

 
*Please email alumni@bkhs.org.uk for any 

enquiries, to register interest in events or update 

your details. Thanks.  

YOUR  

NEWSLETTER 
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Marathon Ladder 

• Paul Fernandez-Montes (Chair, Class of 
1973) 

• Rob Phillips (Vice-Chair, Class of 1993) 
• Keith Bushnell (Secretary, Class of 1972) 
• Ian Cresswell (Treasurer, Class of 1973) 
• Peter Huxford (Retired staff) 
• Peter Owen (Class of 1955) 
• David Summers (Class of 1977) 
• Jeremy Thomas (Retired staff) 
 

Ex Officio Members: 
 
• Philip Dearden (Headmaster, OCA 

Honorary President) 
• Catherine Kaye (Alumni Relations Officer) 
 
Co-opted: 
 
• Chris Spriggs (Retired staff) 
• Pip Milton  (Retired staff) 
• Jan Butler (Governor and Retired staff) 

OCA Committee 2022-23 

The OC Marathon Ladder has not changed since 

the last newsletter, so has been omitted. We hope 

there will be some more new entries during 2023. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dean Close 2023 
 
The annual Girls’ Alumni six-a-side hockey 
tournament resumes on Sunday 2nd April2023 
at Dean Close School. The move from Autumn to 
Spring, at the end of the hockey season, comes 
as part of a re-think about the best position of 
such a tournament, and total school entries have 
been impressive.  
 
The King Henry VIII Girls’ Alumni team have a 
fine record over previous tournaments, and we 
are keen to maintain this in April. We have a 
stalwart group of ‘regulars’ – if their WhatsApp 
group messages are any indicator, they are 
already in focused preparation – but newcomers 
will be welcome, and welcomed. 

Teams at Dean Close at the 2018 tournament 

To register on Alumni database, visit:  https://khviii.alumni-online.com/Register 

 
Please feel free to email me on: 
 
OCSports@bkhs.org.uk if you are interested in 
joining the 2023 squad. We look forward to hearing 
from you. 

Peter Huxford 
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