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TheOldCoventrian 

 Message From Phil Dearden, 
Headmaster & OCA President 
The academic year draws to a close at Henry's as we 
enjoy beautiful summer weather, allowing much needed 
post-examination time on the school field during 
breaktime and lunchtimes.  As I write we are looking 
forward to some superb end of term highlights 
including Sports Day, our junior drama performance of 
'Sister Act' as well as our traditional summer concert. 
Following the success of last year's House Wellbeing 
Day, we will also have the whole school taking part in a 
variety of activities promoting mental health on the 
penultimate day of term, giving all pupils (and staff) the 
opportunity to unwind a little and celebrate the 
academic year. 

Speaking of celebration, we will be holding our first 
summer ‘Speech Day’ on 4th July. This is taking place 
during school time in the afternoon with the whole of 
school present and intends to be a more inclusive event 
recognising pupil success, particularly in the lower 
school. It is not a replacement for our traditional 
prizegiving rather an opportunity for a wider group of 
pupils’ achievements to be shared for the whole school. 
Our guest speaker is Sam Winton, a recent leaver, who 
has just graduated from St. Andrews university. 

A Level and GCSE examinations continue into the 
penultimate week of term, with the unusual timetable 
this year meaning that all papers are at least 10 days 
apart (so that any pupil with Covid would still in theory 
be able to sit at least one exam). The extended season 
has meant long gaps between examinations, although 
disruption has been at a minimum. I should mention 
some long-serving and departing staff, who many of you 
will know and remember. Miss Sarah Mould departs in 
July, following 20 years as Head of Art. Sarah started at 
the same time as Dr. Debbie Hayton, who also leaves for 
pastures new. Anna Clegg, our Head of German and 
John Henderson (Art) are two other long-serving 
members of our team who are moving on. 

Finally I should mention the great work of our DT 
Department. Not only in having won multiple national 
awards in robotics again and represented the UK at the 
World Championships in the USA, but also in securing 
funding to setup a Primary Robotics Hub. We are 
converting the main changing room in the pavilion into 
a Robotics and Computing Suite, which will be available 
to local primary schools. We will announce a grand 
opening in the autumn term. In the meantime if you are 
interested in this project, please speak to Rob Phillips 
about how you can support and get involved. 

  Phil Dearden 
Headmaster 

To register with Alumni, go to www.khviii.com and select ‘Keeping in Touch' in Alumni section 

Message From Your Chairman 
 

Welcome to another edition of the Old Coventrians’ 
Newsletter. I’m making the point simply because we 
have already done this term a 22-page issue to 
celebrate the life of the extraordinary teacher, Ted 
Norrish – but that just goes to show how much is 
actually going on. It was only a few days ago that I 
attended what is becoming one of my favourite events 
of our calendar: the Seniors’ Tea Party. There is a 
report about it later, but all those present joined the 
School in 1964 or earlier, and while they were here 
they were introduced to a class of year 7s (First years 
in “old money”), and it made me think – when those 
children are the same age as the youngest of the 
Seniors it will be 2080.  

So after that slightly scary thought, what else do we 
have for your delectation? There are happily fewer 
obituaries, though each will be a cause of sadness for 
some or perhaps in the case of Sir Colin Blakemore, 
for many. Few of our recent former pupils have shone 
quite as brightly on the scientific stage. 

We had our AGM and made one decision that you 
may be interested in: rather than having a Class of 
Dinner for recent leavers every year, we have two 
year groups together every two years and between 
those we will have a dinner for two classes that left 
about 25 years ago. Plus we will do all we can to help 
other year groups celebrate their milestones – the 
Class of ’72 are looking to mark 50 Years since they 
started so let us know if you are interested. This will 
be followed by the Class of 1973 next year who will 
hopefully be able to celebrate not 40 since they left 
(which was cancelled due to Covid), but now 50 years 
since they started. 

If there are any things you would like us to do or help 
organize, just let us know – your feedback is always 
welcome and we will help where we can.  

Have a good summer! 

Paul Fernandez-Montes 
OCA Chair 

 Class of ‘73 
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Old Coventrian Association 

AGM 15th June 2022 

The main items on this year’s agenda were the 
Chair’s report, the Treasurer’s report and the 
election / re-election of the committee. 
 
The Chair focused on how the OCA had begun the 
process of recovery after a challenging period. We 
are once again in a position to stage events that 
Covid had put a stop to, to work positively with the 
school after the difficulties caused by the merger, 
and to work effectively with the Alumni Relations 
Officer, Catherine Kaye, whose first year in post was 
restricted initially by being furloughed and limited 
in what she could do after that. 
 
Increasing our interactions and face to face contact 
with the membership remains a goal for us and 
encouragingly we have slightly increased the 
number of members recorded on the database to 
11,751, of whom 3,350 can be reached by email. 
 
The Treasurers’ report indicated that the finances of 
the OCA are stable, with by far the most significant 
events, the 99th Dinner and the Reunion of the 
Classes of 2002-5, more or less breaking even. 
 
The outcome of the Election of Officers and 
Committee for 2022/2023 was: 
  

• The re-election for a further 2-year term of 
the Vice-Chair, Secretary and Treasurer 

• The re-election of three committee 
members for a further 1-year term 

• The election of a new committee member, 
Peter Huxford, for a 1-year term 

 
Ex officio and co-opted members were invited to 
continue in their roles. 
 
Of the 2021/2022 elected committee members, 
Helen Cooper and Pat Head were not seeking re-
election whilst, sadly, Peter Bruton died in 
September 2021. The Chair is halfway through a 2-
year term and was therefore not required to seek re-
election. 
 
A full of list of current committee members and 
officers is on the last page of this newsletter. 
 
There followed a discussion on the need for ‘new 
blood’ to get involved with the OCA with a more 
diverse profile. It is estimated that we have 4,500 
members under 50 years of age and a higher 
proportion than might be supposed live close 
enough to Coventry to get involved. We recognise 
that younger members, particularly those with 
families, probably have a lot of conflicting calls on 
their time but there  are opportunities for members 
to get involved by helping with specific events – 
joining the committee is not a prerequisite. If you 
would like to offer occasional assistance, please 
contact us via: alumni@bkhs.org.uk  

 

CLASSES OF 2002 - 5 
 
The 7th May saw the very welcome return of 
the Class of Dinner- but this year not quite 
the same as previous ones. It should have 
been just for Class of 2005 (those who 
started or were 11 in 2005), but given Covid 
and some issues with the Class of 2002 in 
2019, it was a bumper affair with 
representatives from 2002, 2003, 2004 as 
well as 2005. 
 
An afternoon tour of the School was 
arranged and this was very well attended 
with nearly 30 revisiting the haunts of their 
youth – some for the first time since they 
left. Despite this, there were actually only 
some 63 people present but the atmosphere 
was the friendly, jolly sort of thing we have 
come to expect. For a change we trialled a 
buffet and this worked really well – keeping the 
price down a little and making for a fairly efficient 
evening. 
 
The speakers were the current Head Phil Dearden 
and Peter Huxford – who delivered another of his 
tours de force in keeping everyone entertained. The 
current Head Boy and Girl, Hannah Baker and Dan 
Xavier did an effective double act, but most of the 
guests were just as interested in talking to each 
other. 

As always the evening finished with everyone saying 
how much they had enjoyed it and looking forward to 
seeing each other again.  
 
Next year we will try something slightly different  - 
rather than just one year we will have a double event - 
taking two years together and alternating between 
those who left 10 years ago with those who left 25 years 
ago. So in Spring 2023 we will have the Class of 1991 
and 1992 and in Spring 2024 we will have the Class of 
2006 and 2007 – so watch out for your invite. 
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CALLING THE CLASES 
OF 2006/7 

 
 

Seniors’ Tea 

On 28th June, 33 Old Coventrians from the classes of 1964 and earlier attended the annual Seniors’ Tea at the 

school. They were welcomed by OCA Chair, Paul Fernandez-Montes, and the Head Master, Mr Philip Dearden, 

and enjoyed 2 hours or more of tea, conversation and unashamed nostalgia. 

One of the most pleasing aspects was the presence of current pupils of varying ages who happily engaged with 

a generation that preceded them at the school by more than half a century. 

The afternoon was rounded off by a tour around the school, where the seniors found much that has changed 

but also a lot that is recognisable from their own time. 
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OC POST BOX 

We are always pleased to receive and  publish  

your letters and emails.  

Please contact the Alumni Relations Officer by 

post to: King Henry VIII School, Warwick Road, 

Coventry CV3 6AQ or email: alumni@bkhs.org.uk 

Memories of  Ted Norrish 

I along with a few others went with Ted to 

Northwest Scotland for New Year in 1963 and 

1964, as well as odd trips to North Wales. These 

visits instilled in me a lifelong love of the hills and 

wide-open spaces. Scotland visits included 

locations such as Loch Affric, An Teallach, the 

Falls of Glomach and the odd Monroe such as 

Mullach and Sgur Ban amongst other sites.  

On one visit one of the group was taken ill. Ted 
and two lads walked over to Ullapool to visit Dr. 
Tom Patey a well-known and skilled climber a 
pioneer of many new routes. They returned with a 
contraption of orange canvas and wood which 
turned out to be a stretcher. Having been 
diagnosed with appendicitis the patient was 
strapped into the stretcher and carried out to the 
main road to be met by an ambulance to take him 
to hospital. Our expedition carried on… 

 
On one trip it rained so hard we were all soaked – 
to the extent that I walked down the stream, the 
bed being smoother than the banks, On arriving at 
the bothy we lit a fire and changed into dry clothes. 
One boy threw his soaking underpants to Ted and 
asked him to wring them out, This was met with 
immortal reply as said underwear was forcibly 
returned “ there are some things one  gentleman 
does not ask another gentleman to do” 
 
On a visit to North Wales, one of the group was 
trying to clear the blockage in his petrol primus 
stove by boiling it on another stove in the back of 
Ted's Land Rover. One glimpse by Ted saw a 
mighty boot consigning both stoves to the distant 
wilderness. 
 

Cross country was never my thing, my main 
contact was being sent running in lieu of Art 
having broken my right arm playing rugby. Who 
can forget the mud at Kirby Corner? 

Here's a photo of the group at a bothy at 
Mullardoch. In I think 1963. After nigh on 60 
years, I'm afraid the names are lost except for the 
tall lad on the left – Cliff Emes.  Does anyone 
recognise themselves? 

Pete Elkington 
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KHVIII – Looking Back with 
Thanks 

 
At the recent memorial service for Ted Norrish, I 
had a conversation with one of the teachers from 
my era at school.  The discussion went along the 
lines of “we shouldn’t wait until they’ve gone to say 
thank you”, and this set me first thinking and then 
writing.   
 
Following school, I was ready to move on.  I worked 
abroad for a year, went to university and then lived 
and worked in several different towns a good 
distance away from Coventry.  This will be the 
pattern of many former pupils’ lives – it’s not that 
we’re ungrateful, or never give our former teachers 
a second’s thought – it’s just that our lives move on, 
first becoming full of the excitement of university 
courses and new jobs, and then becoming complex 
and busy with work and family responsibilities. 
 
About 12 years ago I moved to Solihull, and at some 
point started receiving the OC newsletters by email.  
Ted’s memorial service was the first time I had 
been back to school since I finished the sixth form 
in 1990, and it has made me think back.  And also 
given me a prompt to express some overdue 
gratitude!  So here goes: 
For a graduate in Modern & Medieval Languages, 
perhaps you might not expect me to start with 
Maths.  Basic maths is a daily feature of my 
operational and commercial life, and sometimes, 
there’s more complex analysis and statistics to get 
to grips with.  Having battled and succeeded to 
reach A/O standard in the 5th form, I have been 
confident to check, challenge and occasionally even 
correct the mathematical underpinning of matters 
at work. So thank you Mrs Welch, Mr Skermer and 
Mr Dunn for both your patience and your high 
expectations. 
 
The English, French and German departments gave 
me a long-standing appreciation of the written 
word. I have always read a lot and enjoyed escaping 
into other lives, times and countries through a 
book. However, until I left education and read 
some badly-written books, I didn’t fully appreciate 
the beauty and the arts of precision and the 
perfectly chosen expression.  Thank you to many 
teachers, but especially to Mrs Duckers, for the 
breadth and intensity of the literature we studied 
for GCSE.  French and German exchanges gave me 
confidence in my interactions with people from 
other countries -  as well as a long-lasting love of 
marzipan from Lübeck.  Learning languages gave 
me plenty of different types of communication 
skills, as you might expect, but I think the detailed 
study of grammar has also given me a logical 
approach to the building blocks of business 
processes and systems.  Thanks Mr Howes! 
 
The A-Level History triumvirate (Messrs Holland, 
Forse and Huxford) gave me an understanding of 
Keynesian economics – vital to any voting adult in 
the 20th and 21st century. They also gave me an 
understanding and interest in the legacies of 

empire (big recommendation for Sathnam 
Sanghera’s book, Empireland). 
 
Mr Owen’s GSCE chemistry lessons were an 
amazing foundation for understanding the effect 
humans are having on the environment – we may 
occasionally have asked leading questions to get Mr 
Owen on to his environmental enthusiasms (and 
possibly off the chemistry syllabus), but here was a 
man with the long view of what would become 
more and more important for citizens of the world. 
 
For general studies in the 6th form, I opted for 
community service with Miss Woolf – we learned 
about education and language acquisition, and 
spent an afternoon a week in a local school helping 
disadvantaged children with their reading. I picked 
up the threads of this with cognitive linguistics as 
part of my degree, and it has provided a foundation 
for understanding both the processes of learning 
and a view of what happens in various parts of 
society.  On and off, these threads of knowledge and 
awareness have been important parts of my career. 
Thanks, Miss Woolf! 
 
Alongside the curriculum, I loved singing in the 
choir. This is something I came back to after 
university, and is one of my most rewarding 
hobbies – thank you, Mr Perrins!  Still on a musical 
theme, I’d also like to thank Doc Lok for a trip to 
see a film of Puccini’s La Bohème.  To make sure 
this trip was enjoyable and in modern parlance 
“accessible”, Dr Lockyer copied the “big tunes” on 
to cassette tapes for everyone going on the trip.  
Later in life, I’ve watched a lot more opera and 
spent a few years going to all the “Met Live” 
broadcasts with my dad.  
 
To return to my starting point, Ted Norrish taught 
me Latin in the 4th form, the first year of the GSCSE 
course.  This was a year of fireworks - the whole 
class in trouble for not taping the spines of the 
primer; whole class competitions to be the fastest at 
“bonus” - and the extravagantly high expectation of 
unseen Pliny translations (fortunately reined in the 
following year by the formidable Mrs Cassidy).  I 
joined a couple of memorable classics-orientated 
trips.   
 
The trip to Hadrian’s Wall fuelled a gentle but 
ongoing interest in the Romans and the Britons at 
the end of the iron age. Adding to my childhood 
imagery of the Lunt Fort at Baginton, the size and 
scale of Vindolanda lodged in my brain.  When the 
world became a generally inhospitable place a 
couple of years ago, I was happy to retreat into 
exciting, imaginative novels, many of them set in 
Britain around the time of the Roman invasions. 
That really makes you grateful for modern heating, 
medicine, transport and moderately constructive 
local politics!   
 
I also spent some time engrossed in funny and 
beautifully written novels set in 70’s and 80’s San 
Francisco – but that’s another story. 
Perhaps the single biggest theme I would draw 

(Continued on page 6) 



Ted The Motivator 

I have many happy memories of my years at 
Henry’s 1948-1962 and well remember Ted 
Norrish joining the staff just a few years before I 
left.   A member of the school cross country team, I 
well recall the many winter evenings I was 
expected to run in training for the event.  Ted was 
very keen and used to run alongside us calling out 
‘Stride out boys and feel good’.   
 
I can’t say I always found that encouraging in the 
cold wet dark evenings when pounding the streets 
of Coventry near and far from the school, mile after 
mile!  Nevertheless the training had its benefit in 
the Summers for me as a 100/220 yard sprinter. 
The stamina I had built up helped enormously 
bring down my times.  
 
I was chosen for the 220-yard sprint when the 
Southern Schools faced the Northern Schools and 
managed under 10 seconds for the 100 later with 
Godiva Harriers.  We were fortunate indeed to 
have someone like Ted motivating us as he 
expected the best not just this time, but every 
time!  I also liaised with him when I was teaching 
for a year at Woodlands Comprehensive School 
(prior to taking up my place at Corpus Christi 
College Oxford).   
 
He was in charge of billeting (and all sorts of other 
things!) for the English Schools Athletic 
Association ‘Fourth Inter-Counties Cross-Country 
Championships’ held at Woodlands on 16th March 
1962. 
 
Subsequently, I went on in 1965 to gain my AAA 
Certificate at Loughborough Summer School to 
train international athletes in the sprint events, but 
eventually my legal career made it impossible to 
continue on a regular basis. 
  
I now live in Sunbury-on-Thames. 
  
All best wishes. 
 

Ian Morris 
(His Honour Ian Morris) 

Please remember to tell us about changes in e-mail address 

Playground Battle 

Congratulations on the excellence of the Spring 
edition of the Old Coventrians Newsletter. 
Although I was saddened to learn of his recent 
death, I was delighted to read the school had 
erected a bench with a plaque in memory of 
Geoff Courtois on the edge of the school playing 
field. 
 
Reading that reminded me that Geoff and I were 
classmates in 4B, during our third year in the 
senior school.  
 
The highlight of our relationship was a 
playground fight we shared at breaktime. As was 
the norm then, a crowd of boys of all ages 
formed a circle around us, shouting in unison, 
'fight, fight, fight... '.  
 
Within minutes we were pulled apart by the 
formidable PT instructor and sports master, 
John Reid, who, grabbing us firmly by the collars 
of our blazers, ordered us to report to him in the 
gym at 4pm. 
 
We duly arrived, wondering what form of 
punishment he had in mind for us. In those days, 
caning was still a regular practice. Nothing as 
simple as that for Johnny,  as he was known to 
us boys. He told us to change into our PT kit - 
white shorts and blancoed white pumps - and 
gave us a pair of boxing gloves each.  
 
Bare chested, we danced around each other, 
neither wanting to land the first punch. The 
Mexican Stand-off continued for a couple of 
minutes until Johnny brought the farce to an 
end, giving us a verbal hammering before telling 
us to get changed and be away home. 
 
Neither of us got into a playground scrap again. 
Lesson learned. 

 
Barrie Wills  

Class of 1953  
 

from my schooldays at KVIII is the benefit of the 
high expectations set for me.  I wasn’t really aware 
of this at the time – I was always just diligent and 
did as I was told.  However, I left school absolutely 
undaunted and ready for any challenge.   
 
Throughout my working life I have picked up 
projects and challenges that in some small way 
broke new ground, and my schooldays fitted me 
with the skills and attitude to try my best, learn 
something new, and to encourage others to do the 
same.   
 
I hope you have enjoyed this slice of my reflections 

(Continued from page 5) 
on my education at KHVIII.  I’d like to offer 
my grateful thanks to all those who taught me, 
even if not singled out here.  I haven’t 
mentioned any of my wonderful friends and 
peers – I expect they would all have 
completely different retrospections.   
 
My final reflection is that I hope KHVIII is still 
providing this wide range of challenge and 
support to pupils so they will be able to learn, 
adapt and succeed throughout their lives.  The 
past may be another country, but so is the 
future! 

 
Susannah Hoskins (née Rushton) 

Class of 1983 



 
The next  issue of the OCA Newsletter will be the 
winter 2022 edition. This will be circulated some 
time before the end of the school term on Friday 
16th December 2022, but the exact date is yet to be 
confirmed. 
 
Please ensure any items for inclusion are sent to us  
(email: alumni@bkhs.org.uk) in good time and at 
the latest by Friday 25th November. 

Annual Bowls  
Tournament 

The OC annual bowls event is provisionally 

scheduled to take place from 4pm on Friday 2nd 

September at the OC RFC on Tile Hill Lane. 

If you are interested in participating please email: 

alumni@bkhs.org.uk for for more details. 
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Ted and Bert 

A friend has forwarded to me the latest edition of 
the Old Coventrians' Newsletter, because it 
contains details of Ted Norrish. I was present on 
the first Wednesday afternoon games session when 
the new master emerged to take us for Cross-
country in the autumn of 1959. [In spring 1960 I 
won the first of the many Warwickshire Cross-
country titles claimed by KHVIII - at Blackdown, 
Leamington.]  
 
Two items in your newsletter were of special 
interest to me. The King Henry's Relay in its first 
year was won by the team I coached at Ullathorne 
School, with the fastest lap being run by Gerald 
Cosgrave [whose name is always misreported as 
'Cosgrove'] *. On the 50th anniversary the whole of 
our team reassembled at the Memorial Park, 50 
years on, gathering from all parts of England, 
together with their aged but still active coach! 
I have maintained contact with Ted over the years, 
and he has several times stayed at our home near 
Cheltenham --- My son, Warwick Cole [now Doctor 
Cole!] went to Brasenose College, as an organ 
scholar, his success in A level Latin being a tribute 
to Ted's drive.  
 
'Bert' Stanger -- why Bert I never knew -- taught my 
class of 13+ entrants woodwork and technical 
drawing (which I was not happy about at the time, 
as I'd much rather have studied more academic 
subjects) but I'm sure he would have been pleased 
to know that one of his pupils was commissioned to 
make a walnut replica harpsichord for the Handel 
Museum in Brook Street! I believe it may still 
be  there, though a well-meaning donor has since 
presented the museum with a genuine 18th century 
instrument, putting a humble 'replica' in the shade. 
The instrument I copied was the one shown in the 
most famous portrait of Handel, by Philip Mercier 
c.1728, about which I had published an article in 
OUP's Early Music journal in 1993.    
So, with Ted Norrish, the 50th Relay, and B. 
Stanger you managed to hit many of the right 
buttons for an OC in Cheltenham. 
Best wishes. 

Michael Cole 

* A fair comment since we made exactly that error 

in the March newsletter. Our apologies to Gerald 

Cosgrave. 

Old Coventrians v. School 

Cricket Match 

The OCs’ cricket match against the school eleven 
was played on Monday 27th June, and 
unfortunately resulted in defeat. That is not to say 
that it was anything but an enjoyable occasion, 
with two relatively young teams each showing 
promise for the future.  
 
The full OC XI was: 
 
W Iles, J Aspinall, T Toor, S Abbey, T Ballinger, D 
Dyal, D Kaliray, P Smith, N Trivedi, V Menon, G 
Gawthorpe  
 
Taran Toor’s well-constructed 61 was the main 
contributor to the OCs’ innings, made on a slow 
wicket against a nagging attack. He was given 
support from Will Iles (13) and Steven Abbey (11), 
but only Nikhil Trevedi’s 16 not out allowed the 
OCs to reach 128 all out. In return the school was 
able to chip away at the target, with under-15 
player Gursimrat Singh to the fore with a skittish 
40. 
 
Three OCs bowlers picked up a wicket apiece, and 
a seven-wicket defeat did not quite reflect the 
overall balance of the match. Many thanks to all of 
the OCs who were able to play, and no doubt are 
looking for revenge in twelve months’ time – 
hopefully on a KHVIII pitch!  

An unusual shot of play in progress, thanks to 

drone technology. 
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Understanding China on the 

Global Political Stage  

When I was studying Sociology and Politics in the 

late 1980s, Martin Jacques was one of my 

intellectual heroes. Martin was the editor of 

Marxism Today (1977 to 1991) and, together with 

other commentators such as Stuart Hall, analysed 

and explained the rise of “Thatcherism” (a term 

coined by them), post-Fordism and globalisation, 

particularly in the book, New Times: The 

Changing Face of Politics in the 1990s. Their work 

gave structure and intellectual rigour to my 

general sense of injustice in the world. Imagine my 

delight when I learned 25 or so years later that we 

were both alumni of this marvellous old school. 

When he left King Henry VIII School in 1964, 

Martin went on to achieve a first-class bachelor’s 

degree (1967) and a master’s degree (1968) in 

Economics at the University of Manchester, 

followed by a doctorate at King’s College, 

Cambridge (1977). From 2003 to 2008, he was a 

visiting research fellow at the London School of 

Economics’ Asia Research Centre and from 2008 

to 2012, a visiting senior research fellow at LSE’s 

foreign policy think tank, IDEAS. From 2013 to 

2019, he was a senior fellow in the Department of 

Politics and International Studies at the University 

of Cambridge. 

After Marxism Today, Martin co-founded the 

think-tank Demos, wrote as a columnist for many 

national newspapers and became deputy editor of 

The Independent. In 2009, Martin’s global 

bestseller When China Rules the World: the end of 

the western world and the birth of a new global 

order was published. It has since been translated 

into 15 languages and sold in excess of 350,000 

copies with a second edition published in 2012. 

Martin’s TED talk “How to Understand the Rise of 

China” has had 4.6 million views. 

I first met Martin in 2019 when I travelled to his 

home in London to interview him with a view to 

including him in an exhibition for Coventry’s year 

as UK City of Culture about the local, national and 

international contributions made by the School’s 

former pupils. Covid-19 of course intervened, 

making it impossible to plan any public events in 

school, but we were at last able to invite Martin to 

deliver a public lecture at the school in April 2022, 

“Understanding China on the global political 

stage”. 

Somewhat surprisingly, Martin arrived at school 

that morning in a Lotus sports car and was keen to 

explain that although you can take the boy out of 

Coventry, you cannot take Coventry out of the boy. 

The car was a nod to his lifelong love of the motor 

car and a present to himself following the success 

of “When China Rules the World”. I had promised 

to take Martin on a quick tour of the city and we 

started with one lap round the Ring Road in my 

Corsa. The highlight of our meander around the 

Cathedral quarter, taking in the few remaining 

medieval buildings, the old Cathedral and the café 

at the Herbert Art Gallery and Museum, was the 

traffic jam caused by a mother duck and her brood 

being shepherded across the road towards the 

Magistrates’ Court. 

This was the first time that Martin had returned to 

the school since he left and before the lecture, Nick 

Meynell, our Head of Economics, provided him 

with a quick tour of the old part of the site which 

dates back to 1885.  

These are unusual times for many reasons, and 

being approached by a Bablake pupil wanting to 

attend Martin’s lecture was one of the best things 

to happen since the schools started working more 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Literary Connections 

On 11 June two Old Coventrians, born nearly half a 
century apart and not immediately appearing to 
have a lot of common, were the subject of an 
afternoon of presentations and discussion in the 
School Library. Both talks were free and open to 
all, and were the latest in a series of such events of 
interest to the general public. 

The first lecture, by Philip Pullen of the Philip 
Larkin Society, focused on the role of the city of 
Coventry and family in the poet’s development. 
Ben Kyneswood from Coventry University added 
an explanation of the Larkin Digital Trail, built on 
the back of a digital archive built from resources 
shared from various bodies including the Coventry 
Telegraph. 

(Continued on page 10) 

education to talented young people whatever their 

family background and circumstances. 

Martin explained that he became interested in 

China as a result of travelling in the Far East and 

living in Hong Kong. His aim is to encourage 

people of all political opinions to think differently 

about China. The lecture addressed the difficulty 

that Western political powers have in 

acknowledging and adapting to China’s 

burgeoning economic and political importance in 

the world. Just one example of how China is 

pursuing its interests is the “Belt and Road 

Initiative” which, at the same time as investing in 

the infrastructure of nearly 70 developing 

countries, facilitates the development of two new 

trade routes connecting China with the rest of the 

world. The old Cold War dynamics no longer apply 

with China in the economic ascendancy and 

America’s global influence in decline: something 

that the West is either unable or unwilling to 

acknowledge. China is best understood not as a 

nation state, but as a civilisation state which has 

no desire to emulate western liberal democracies. 

The lecture prompted a lengthy question and 

answer session, with some in the audience feeling 

that their concerns regarding China’s human 

rights record (both at home and abroad) had not 

been addressed. Serious concerns such as these 

cannot, however, be allowed to distract us from 

the need to understand and adapt to China’s 

increasing global economic power. 

Helen Cooper 
School Librarian & Archivist 

(Class of 1975) 
 

closely together. Joshua Pilling (a Year 9 pupil) is 

very interested in politics and Martin agreed to be 

interviewed by him for the schools’ magazines.  

Somewhat sneakily, in preparation for introducing 

Martin to the audience, I dug out his old school 

records and discovered that in December 1963, the 

Headmaster had presciently said of Martin: 

“He is genuinely interested in people, policies, and 

events, and has some pretty definite thoughts on 

politics, philosophy, and current affairs.” 

My introduction included my personal 

observations regarding the history of the school 

and the position in which it finds itself today. 

Martin’s parents worked in a Coventry aircraft 

factory during the Second World War and when he 

joined in 1957, King Henry VIII School was 

Coventry’s state grammar school for boys, 

educating Coventry’s bright working- and middle-

classes. In my day, as one of the first 30 girls to join 

the School in 1975, it was transitioning to what it is 

now, an independent co-educational day school. 

The strengths of this wonderful school are its long 

history of service to the people of Coventry; the 

increasing ethnic and cultural diversity of its pupils 

and staff; and its willingness to adapt in order to 

continue to fulfil its founder’s mission to educate 

Coventry’s young people. King Henry VIII School 

has recently been through some difficult times, but 

as in the 1940s when it was bombed and in the 

1970s when it survived the abolition of selective 

state education, I am confident that it will continue 

to adapt and thrive in order to provide an excellent 

(Continued from page 8) 



Alan Etherden  
Memorial Concert  

 
Alan Etherden, who taught piano at King Henry 
VIII School for many years, died late last year.  

As promised in the March newsletter, a Memorial 
Concert for Alan is to take place in the Burgess 
Hall, provisionally on the afternoon of Sunday 
18th September. 

The intention is to set up an Eventbrite invitation, 
with an opportunity to donate online. It is 
expected that any donations will go initially to the 
Beethoven Sonatas Prizes, which will be awarded 
annually for an agreed number of years, and the 
direction of any surplus funds would be 
determined by Alan’s wife Hazel and organisers 
Robin Newton and Alistair Kennedy. 

Further details will be announced when available 
but for now, please save the date. 

An invitation will be sent out via InTouch as soon 
as the date is confirmed. Please feel free to share 
this with others who might be interested.  

Details will be on Old Coventrians' and Old 
Coventrians' Musicians Facebook pages: 

https://www.facebook.com/OldCoventrians 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?
id=100057410891095 

Please 'like' and 'share' if you can!  

Alan's family and friends to this special event. 

Any enthusiastic performers who have not been in 
touch to express an interest, please do so by 
5th July, by email to: 

 ackviolinist@gmail.com   

We look forward to welcoming many of you and 
Alan's family and friends to this special event.  

Larkin, we learned, referenced places from his 
childhood in poetry and prose. Not the least of 
these was the Larkin family home, an austere and 
slightly forbidding place that contrasted notably 
with the more welcoming and relaxed homes of his 
friends, and might have pointed to a strained 
relationship with his parents as indicated in the 
single most famous line in his oeuvre. As always 
there is more complexity than a superficial reading 
might imply and Larkin held his parents in greater 
esteem and affection than is sometimes supposed, 
albeit he also found them difficult to live with. 

Peter Ho Davies  (pictured above) delivered the 
second lecture himself and brought the twin 
perspectives of a successful working writer who 
also teaches creative writing as an academic at the 
University of Michigan. An energetic and 
charismatic speaker, Peter entranced the audience 
for over an hour with an exposition of how his 
works evolve, illustrated by an incident from his 
youth - witnessing a racist attack in Coventry which 
his father broke up at considerable personal risk, 
informed Peter’s writing as an adult. The relevance 
to the theme of the lecture, ‘vision and revision’, 
was that this incident reappeared, transformed but 
still recognisable, in his fiction. 

Both talks ended with Q&A sessions which further 
illuminated the lives and work of two very different 
people who are nonetheless linked by common 
aspects of their background and influences. 

Keith Bushnell 
OCA Secretary 
(Class of 1972) 

(Continued from page 9) 

Sir Colin Blakemore  

(1944 – 2022) 

Sir Colin Blakemore (OC, Class of 1954), the 

distinguished neuroscientist, passed away in late 

June after suffering with Motor Neurone Disease. 

We hope to publish a full obituary in the next 

newsletter but in the meantime readers can find a 

tribute from Humanists UK, of which Sir Colin was 

a patron, at the following website: 

https://humanists.uk/2022/06/28/sir-colin-
blakemore-1944-2022/ 

Anthony John Clarke  

(1938 – 2022) 

Very sadly Tony Clarke (class of 1949) passed away 

on 15th June 2022 aged 84.  

We intend to publish a full obituary in the next 

newsletter. 

Please remember to tell us about changes in e-mail address 

mailto:ackviolisinst@gmail.com


 
 

meeting up with former classmates at the annual 
dinner in November. 
 
I remember Frank at King Henry’s coming home 
covered in mud from a cross country run or game of 
rugby, and splendidly in Pirates of Penzance. I was 
incredibly proud of my big brother. Living so close 
in Spencer Avenue, he often only just made it on 
time. He loved his choirs and a wide range of music 
in general and always knew who was top of the 
pops. 
 
On leaving school he joined the treasurer’s 
department at the Coventry Council House, and 
later Massey Fergusons. In the seventies he changed 
career and taught finance and book-keeping at Tile 
Hill College.  
 
On retirement he moved to Bristol near his 
daughter.  In his seventies, he still did exam 
invigilation, polling duties and loved singing with 
his two choirs. 
 
Frank met his wife Janet at Victor Sylvester’s dance 
classes at the Gaumont in town.  They married in 
the mid-sixties and had two children: Mandy who 
went to King Henry’s and now lives with her family 
in Bristol, and Steve who still lives and works in 
Coventry and went to Bablake. 
 
It was only as our Dad aged that we appreciated all 
the pain he had endured as a young man having to 
leave his country and losing most of his family in the 
holocaust. A deep sorrow that affected our 
childhood in spite of the good times.  
 
In September my sister and I, sadly without our big 
brother, will be commemorating the memorial 
(Stolperstein) to our uncle Fritz, murdered in the 
holocaust. 

 
Irene Kohler 

June 2022 
 

                     Twitter: @OldCoventrians   LinkedIn: Old Coventrians     

Francis Richard Alexander 

Kohler 

  9th February 1941 -  

19th January 2022 
 
Frank as he became known in adulthood was the 
son of Hans and Anna Kohler who had fled Prague 
in 1939.  The war effort of Oxford’s Balliol College 
junior common room was to offer scholarships to 
promising refugees and Frank was born in Oxford 
whilst Dad, a newly qualified doctor was furthering 
his studies.  

 
We moved to a London council flat in 1943. Frank 
and younger sister Irene were evacuated to a 
residential nursery in Paignton.  On visiting, Mum 
took one look and whisked us back to London.  
Fellow refugees often came to stay, and Frank 
muddled English, German and Czech; being 
foreigners in war-time London was dangerous so 
Mum’s limited English was the language at home.  
We attended the local Jewish school as Mum 
judged it to be a safe environment. The forties 
were happy years within the close-knit refugee 
community. 
 
Moving to Coventry in 1949 where sister Kathy 
was born in 1950. was a culture shock: we became 
“that strange foreign family” and Frank tried hard 
to fit in.  Ernst and Millie Kolisch became lifelong 
friends who advised that to ensure a place in the 
senior school they should pay for Frank to go to 
the junior school. Frank became part of the “Class 
of 52”. In his later years he very much enjoyed 

Frank in 2009 

Left to right, Frank, Kathy and Irene 
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We are excited to announce the launch of The 1545 Fund. 

This is a joint venture, spanning the entire KHVIII community, with the aim of supporting the School 
through the provision of funds for scholarships, bursaries and capital projects.  

The fund will provide a platform for all members of the KHVIII family to make regular or one-off dona-
tions, ensure legacies are targeted in line with donors' wishes and take part in a monthly prize draw 
through the purchase of 1545 Club tickets. Where eligible, Gift Aid (+25%) will be reclaimed on dona-
tions to the The 1545 Fund.  

We hope to be in a position to receive donations from 23rd July (the 477th anniversary of the School’s 
foundation) and aim to hold our first 1545 Club draw in September. We are asking interested parties to 
provide an email address, via which we will circulate registration details over the summer. Please keep a 
look out for messages from info@1545.co.uk . 

 

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER YOUR INTEREST 

 

Full details of The 1545 Club will be available on registration, but in brief, a quarterly Direct Debit of 
£15.45 will purchase one ticket per month, or a monthly Direct Debit of £15.45 buys three tickets. There 
will be monthly prizes of £50 & £100, plus bi-annual ‘jackpot’ prizes. We project 63% of ticket revenue to 
be directed to School projects. 

Thank you in advance for your generosity and support in this exciting new phase in the long history of 
our school. 

 

P. Fernandez-Montes   P.M. Dearden    R.J. Phillips 

Chair      Headmaster    Secretary 

Old Coventrians’ Association  King Henry VIII School   The 1545 Fund 

 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=HojyKr-tlE2nR-uQRRIGXhH4c0gJEI9KtLGylMWYbNpUNTU2QTRWUlRVRjE5SVBSQjA0REFJWERVMy4u


Please remember to tell us about changes in e-mail address 

 SCRAP FOR ROBOTS 

Thank you to those OCs who donated to the scrap 

metal drive at the end of term. As you can see, there 

was an amazing response from the KHVIII 

community, with the skip overflowing after just 4 

days! 

Our thanks must go to Bruce Miller at EMR 

Recycling for supporting this appeal. At time of 

printing we haven’t received the final figures, so will 

update OCs in the next issue. Given the 

overwhelming response, we are looking to make this 

an annual fundraiser, so hoard any future scrap 

metal! 

The funds raised are going to support our new 

Coventry Robotics Hub, which we are developing in 

partnership with Earlsdon and Howes Primary 

Schools. Work is already underway and the centre 

should be up and running for the new school year. 

Some of you may recognise the location… one end of 

the pavilion! For those concerned about the loss of 

decades of engrained KHVIII DNA in the old 

benches, fear not! The timber has been salvaged and 

we hope to create some appropriate mementos, 

which should be available in the autumn.  

Any OCs who would like to get involved in 

supporting the robotics programme, financially or 

offering their expertise, would be most welcome. The 

programme incorporates engineering design, coding, 

strategy, project management, branding and 

everything in between!  

Rob Phillips 

RJP@bkhs.org.uk 

 

WAR MEMORIAL 

PARK OCs TRAIL 

21 Old Coventrians are commemorated 

in the War Memorial Park, 11 from the 

Great War and 10 from World War 2. As 

part of the Park’s centenary celebrations, 

Friend of the WMP, Bob Bristow (OC, 

1956-61), approached the School 

suggesting something could be done to 

recognise these former pupils.  

A leaflet has been put together, showing 

the locations of the 21 memorial plaques 

and a short biography of each man. 

Copies of the map are available from 

School Reception (but be aware of 

limited opening over the summer 

holiday) or the Park’s own visitors’ 

centre. KHVIII markers have been 

placed alongside each plaque, which we 

hope will remain throughout the 

summer. It really is a great way to spend 

an hour or two exploring this wonderful 

space, I certainly discovered areas of the Park I had never 

visited before, while also taking time to pay respect to those 

commemorated. 

Rob Phillips 



Old Coventrians’ Events 

2022/23 

More details on some of these events are 
shown elsewhere in this issue. Please check 
online for updates nearer the listed dates. 
 
Friday 2nd September OC Bowls 
Tournament. 4pm, OC RFC, Tile Hill 
Lane 
 
Saturday 26th November 2022 
Old Coventrians’ Association 99th 
Annual Dinner, 7pm for 7.30pm, 
Burgess Hall  
 
Thames Hare & Hounds Alumni race 
will be hosted on Wimbledon Common  (date 
to be confirmed) 
 
OC Crackley Run (date to be confirmed) 
 

Committee Meetings 2022/23 

Thursday 15th September 2022, 7pm 

Tuesday 24th January 2023, 7pm 

Thursday 4th May 2023 , 7pm 

AGM Tuesday 13th June 2023, 7pm will be 
followed by a Committee Meeting.  
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Marathon Ladder 

 
• Paul Fernandez-Montes (Chair, Class of 

1973) 

• Rob Phillips (Vice-Chair, Class of 1993) 

• Keith Bushnell (Secretary, Class of 1972) 

• Ian Cresswell (Treasurer, Class of 1973) 

• Peter Huxford (Retired staff) 

• Peter Owen (Class of 1955) 

• David Summers (Class of 1977) 

• Jeremy Thomas (Retired staff) 

 

Ex Officio Members: 
 
• Philip Dearden (Headmaster, OCA 

Honorary President) 
• Catherine Kaye (Alumni Relations Officer) 
 
 
Co-opted: 
 
• Chris Spriggs (Retired staff) 

• Pip Milton  (Retired staff) 

• Jan Butler (Governor and Retired staff) 

OCA Committee 2022-23 

This edition of  the OCA Newsletter was 
put together by Keith Bushnell and Paul 
Fernandez-Montes, with the help of  other 
OCA committee members, and with 
technical assistance from Tim Lees and 
Dan Kearns. 

The Marathon Ladder has not changed since the 

last newsletter, so has been omitted. We hope 

there will be some more new entries during the 

second half of 2022, now that the big races are 

back up and running. 

Alumni Relations  

Office Messages 

Have a great summer 

 
The Alumni Office will be closed for the summer 

holidays from Monday 4th July at 4.00pm until 

Thursday 8th September at 8.00am. You can still 

send emails to us, but they may not be answered 

before the beginning of the new school year. Thank 

you for your patience. Have a restful summer. 

 

* 

Class of 1989 Reunion? 

 
A group of former pupils from class of 1989 would 

like to organise a reunion during 2022. It is hoped 

to have a school tour, followed by a meal later on 

in the local area. Email the alumni relations office* 

to register your interest in such an event taking 

place. 

*Please email alumni@bkhs.org.uk for any 

enquiries, to register interest in events or update 

your details. Thanks.  

To register with Alumni, go to www.khviii.com and select ‘Keeping in Touch' in Alumni section 


